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Dear Sir:

This is writren in response ta the Center for Digease Control and Preventinn’s solicitation for
coruments on 42 CFR Parr 732, Interim Final Rule, Passesqion, 1lse, and Transfer of Seleetr
Agenrs and Toxins, published in the Federal Regisrer, Vol. 240, No. 67, on Friday,
December 13, 2007.

T am writing in support of the comments and recommendations for 42 CFR Part 73 ubmited by
titure (HHMI) on January 21, 2003. A copy of rhel HHMI
"Comments on 42 CFR Part 73"|is auached faor your reference. Specifically, the basis for my

support and endorsement is that the recommendations will ensure the appropriate availability of
biological agents and toxins for research, educarion and other legitimate purposes and will make
the safeguard and securiry requirements for persons possessing, using or transferring a listed
agent or toxin risk-based. These provisions are requirernents of the “Public Health Securiry and
Bioterriorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002.” | helieve that the adoption of the
recommendarions of the HHMI will lessen the administrative burden of the Final Rule, allow for
an effecrive performance-based security plan and ensure the relevance of the Final Rule (o the
biomedical research environment.

Thauk you foi the opportuniry 1o share these concems.

Sincerely,

Director
Office of Environmental Safety and Health

RCN/bak

Enclosures:
Comments on 42 CFR Pan 73, Interim Final Rule
Possession, Usc and Transfer of Select Agents and Toxins
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